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Breakout Session Descriptions 
 

Concurrent Breakouts: 11:00am-12:15pm 

 

Federal Grants Management Test – Bonnie Graham and Brandi Tennant 

Introductory Session 

Gracia 1,2 
Are you ready to test your knowledge of federal grants? In this interactive session, 

you will review and respond to a variety of questions on federal grants management. 

We will cover a wide range of topics, including procurement, time and effort, and 

many more. 

 

Federal Monitoring Under Perkins V – Michael Brustein, Steven Spillan, 

and Andrew Johnson (OCTAE, U.S. Department of Education) 

Intermediate Session 

Castellana 1 
This session will cover the full spectrum of modules included in the OCTAE 

monitoring of Perkins V. Attendees will hear the perspective of Andy Johnson from 

OCTAE on how the monitoring is conducted from preliminary steps through the final 

report and corrective action plans. Steve Spillan and Michael Brustein will discuss the 

advice and assistance we provide states to prepare for the federal visit, and to 

develop the corrective action plan. We will discuss common findings related to 

fiscal/administrative/accountability/POS/and special populations. There will be 

ample time for questions. 

 

ESSER Hot Topics and Updates – Tiffany Kesslar and Madelaine Cleghorn 

Intermediate Session 

Gracia 3,4,7,8 
Questions on the stimulus funding? We’ve got answers! In this session we will discuss 

ESSER allowable uses of funds in light of the most recent guidance, timely spending, 

maintenance of equity, and how to prepare for monitoring and audits. We will cover 

possible extensions to the liquidation period and how to make late liquidation 

requests. This session will also highlight key issues on the U.S. Department of 

Education’s radar as seen in recent ESSER and GEER findings and how to avoid those 

findings in your State, district, or institution. We will also take time to answer specific 

ESSER questions from attendees.   
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Serving Students with Disabilities – Jennifer Mauskapf and Mónica Pascual 

Introductory Session 

Castellana 2 
Within the U.S. Department of Education (ED), both the Office for Special Education 

Programs (OSEP) and the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) play key roles in federal 

oversight of the provision of services for students with disabilities. From OSEP 

monitoring to OCR investigations and resolutions of civil rights matters involving 

disability discrimination, we will review a variety of areas of federal oversight when 

it comes to serving students with disabilities. Topics will include significant 

disproportionality, impact of the COVID-19 pandemic including addressing 

compensatory services and personnel shortages, discipline, annual IDEA 

determinations (SPP/APR), and formal monitoring (DMS 2.0).  

 

Concurrent Breakouts: 1:30pm-2:45pm 

 

Avoiding High Risk Designation – Michael Brustein and Mónica Pascual 

Intermediate Session 

Gracia 1,2 
This session will provide a deep dive into the UGG requirements on mandatory 

disclosures and the consequences for failing to do so. Monica Pascual and Michael 

Brustein will discuss several recent fraud findings, and the determinations by ED 

and/or the Pass-Through to assign a high risk designation. We will outline the steps 

required for imposing special conditions on the award, as well as the steps necessary 

to remove those requirements. There will be ample time for questions. 

 

WIOA and ARP – Steven Spillan 

Intermediate Session 

Castellana 1 
This breakout will discuss the overlap between WIOA programs, like Adult Education, 

and the COVID relief funding provided through the American Rescue Plan.  This will 

include a breakdown of allowable uses of funds, examples of coordinated use of 

funds, and discussion on the timeline of availability of various funding streams. 
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ESEA and ESSER Fiscal Tests: MOE, MEQ, SNS, Comparability – Bonnie 

Graham and Kelly Christiansen 

Intermediate Session 

Gracia 3,4,7,8 
This session will explore the fiscal tests required under the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act and the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 

Fund. Presenters will walk attendees through the requirements associated with each 

fiscal test, as well as how to perform the calculation, including for maintenance of 

effort, maintenance of equity, supplement not supplant, and comparability. In 

addition, exceptions and waiver requirements for will be covered.  

 

IDEA Fiscal Hot Topics – Tiffany Kesslar and Madelaine Cleghorn 

Intermediate Session 

Castellana 2 
In this session we will dive into some of the common fiscal challenges States and 

districts are facing under IDEA. We will cover maintenance of state fiscal support and 

local maintenance of effort requirements, and meeting these requirements in a post-

ESSER funding world. We will also discuss using ESSER funds to support IDEA 

programs, calculating proportionate share, and highlight the 2022 compliance 

supplement requirements. Attendees will also have an opportunity to ask questions. 

 

Concurrent Breakouts: 3:15pm-4:30pm 

 

EDGAR Hot Topics – Steven Spillan 

Intermediate Session 

Gracia 3,4,7,8 
This session will focus on key issues affecting federal grants including timeliness of 

spending, procurement, inventory, and other issues that impact federal awards, 

including COVID relief funding like ESSER, HEERF, and SLFRF.  This session will also 

provide time for attendees to as  questions related to basic federal grants 

management issues. 
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HEERF Hot Topics and Updates – Bonnie Graham 

Intermediate Session 

Castellana 1  
As we wrap up HEERF spending, this session will discuss updated reporting 

requirements and lessons learned from early HEERF audits. 

 

Equitable Services and EANS – Julia Martin and Tiffany Kesslar 

Introductory Session 

Gracia 1,2 
This session will explain the mechanics of the equitable services set-aside and the 

EANS program.  It will discuss the division of responsibility among various parties 

involved in the programs (LEAs, SEAs, and private schools), requirements in the 

statute, and details from the guidance.  We will also review frequently asked 

questions and common issues, and provide updates on new guidance and 

information – including on the disposition of items purchased with EANS money. 

 

OCR Enforcement – Jennifer Mauskapf and Mónica Pascual 

Intermediate Session 

Castellana 2 
When it comes to federal oversight of civil rights, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) is 

ED’s lead enforcer. The administration’s commitment to advancing equity in 

education makes OCR’s current role in federal oversight all the more paramount. In 

this session, we will review OCR trends (both long term and with the current 

administration), select current areas of focus, and what to expect in terms of civil 

rights enforcement and policy under the current administration.   

 
 


